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Power of the French Republic', and added that he would
'exercise his functions under the authority of the National
Assembly, with the agreement of ministers whom he shall
choose and over whom he shall preside'. On i March it
affirmed the overthrow of Napoleon III and his dynasty—
which had been proclaimed to the Paris mob by Gambetta on
4 September. The new 'Chief of the Executive Power' pro-
ceeded to strike a bargain with the Assembly, which became
known as the 'Bordeaux Pact9.
Thiers declared in the Assembly, on 10 March: 'What we
promise everybody, is not to deceive anybody; is not to behave
in a way which would prepare, behind your backs, any exclu-
sive solution which would distress the other parties. . . . We
have accepted a heavy task. . . . We shall undertake nothing
but the reorganization of the country. ... I give you the word
of an honest man that none of the questions which are reserved
shall have been altered by any infidelity on our part.'1
The Republic of M. Ttiers, which lasted until May 1873,
and which accomplished successfully all its tasks of making
peace, restoring order and liberating the country, was thus the
most conditional, provisional and utilitarian of regimes. The
precedent is of importance for the 'Provisional Government of
the French Republic', headed by General de Gaulle, which
governed France after her liberation in 1944.
But inevitably, in accomplishing such great tasks as sup-
pressing the Paris Commune, raising the indemnity demanded
by Bistnarck in the Treaty of Frankfort, and reconstituting the
French Army, even so provisional aa government predeter-
mined the conditions of the more permanent regime. To dis-
tinguish so clearly between military, social and economic re-
construction for which a strong government was urgently
1 On the period 1870-3, see J. P. T. Bury, Gambetta and the National
Defence (1936), especially Chapters IV-VI, XV-XVI; F. H. Brabant:
The Beginning of the Third Republic in France (1940); Robert Dreyfus:
La Rtpublique de M. Thiers (1930); A. Bertrand: Les Origines de la
Troisieme Rfyubliqw, 1871-6 (1911); D. Halevy: La Fin des Notables
(1930); Maurice Reclus: L9Avetnement de la Troisi&ne Rtpublique,
(1900).

